
BASE GHISA
Design: Luigi Caccia Dominioni, 1953

This unassuming, domestic object has immense presence despite its relatively small size. Another
interesting fact is that “ghisa” in Caccia Dominioni’s home city of Milan was an affectionate
nickname for policemen whose dark helmets looked solid and iron clad. The abstract geometry of
the design is all about function. From the sturdy base upwards, the tilts and gradients of the lamp
allow the structure to appear to float in gravity-defying equilibrium. Base Ghisa complements its
older sister Monachella in the shape of the lampshade, elegantly set at a graceful angle. The bulb
beneath is skilfully hidden to prevent the viewer being blinded by the direct beam yet still creates
a generous and welcoming arc of light even from such a relatively small lamp. In a darkened room
the lamp itself melts into the background leaving a pool of light centre stage.
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Technical data

Table lamp

D_LP2

Stem brass or chromed brass Sliding reflector painted aluminium

Base-frame painted cast iron Ferrule felt
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Finishes

Metals

0055N
Black painted

0580T
Brass finish

0600C
Chromed finish

0799M
Metallic grey finish


